
From: Smith, Monica
To: Crossland, Ronnie; Petersen, Chris
Subject: RE: Statement for Review/Edits/Approval - WITH MY EDITS _ I am READY TO APPROVE AND SEND
Date: Thursday, March 21, 2019 2:08:52 PM

Desk Statement
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) are working in Unified Command in response to a fire at the Intercontinental
Terminals Corporation (ITC) Deer Park facility near Houston, TX. The Unified Command
consists of EPA, TCEQ, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Harris County Pollution Control Services
(HCPCS) and ITC. Emergency responders have extinguished the fires. EPA has conducted,
and continues to conduct, ground level air monitoring with hand held equipment and the
Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology aircraft (ASPECT). The
EPA Trace Atmosphere Gas Analyzer (TAGA) has arrived in LaPorte and is operating in the
Deer Park area. It is monitoring for organic and inorganic compounds in the air.  EPA began
collecting water samples in Tucker Bayou on March 20, 2019, and in Buffalo Bayou on March
21, 2019.
 
 
Monica Smith
Chief,
Planning, Prevention, Readiness & Response Section ( 6SF-EA)
214-665-6780 office
469-766-3398 cell
smith.monica@epa.gov
 

From: Assunto, Carmen 
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 10:17 AM
To: Crossland, Ronnie <Crossland.Ronnie@epa.gov>; Smith, Monica <smith.monica@epa.gov>;
Petersen, Chris <petersen.chris@epa.gov>; Smalley, Bryant <smalley.bryant@epa.gov>; Adams,
Adam <Adams.Adam@epa.gov>; Loesel, Matthew <loesel.matthew@epa.gov>
Cc: Bokun, Lisa <Bokun.Lisa@epa.gov>
Subject: Statement for Review/Edits/Approval
 
Here is updated desk statement:
Desk Statement
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) are working with Unified Command in response to a fire at the
Intercontinental Terminals Corporation (ITC) Deer Park facility near Houston, TX. The
Unified Command consists of EPA, TCEQ, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Harris County
Pollution Control Services (HCPCS) and ITC. Emergency responders have extinguished the
fires. EPA has conducted, and continues to conduct, air monitoring with the Airborne Spectral
Photometric Environmental Collection Technology aircraft (ASPECT), ground level air, and
sampling water. The EPA Trace Atmosphere Gas Analyzer (TAGA) has arrived in LaPorte
and is operating in the Deer Park area. It will monitor for organic and inorganic compounds in
the air.
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Sincerely,
 
Carmen Assunto
State and Local Liaison
U.S. EPA Region 6
Houston Laboratory
281-983-2196
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